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Daksh Is half-yearly publication of Bhonsala Reseqrcp,
Centre for conflict and peace. It aims at projecting ang
analysing Issues related to securlty and other spheres In the
national, reglonal and global arena and evaluate them
through Inter-disclplinary angle. Each Issue would featyre
Idea, perceptlon and thought from the scholars of varloys
background on problems-past and present.
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BHONASALA MILITARY COLLEGE

Bhonsala Military College. established in 1986, by Central
Hindu Military - Education: Soclety conducts academlc
course/s prescribed for the degree/s of the University of
Pune. Another unique addition on this endeavour is the
establishment of P.G. Centre In Defence and Strategic’
Studies In College. The entire plan and practice Is to make
this college a feeding centre for defence and civll services
In a comprehensive manner side by side with his / her
academic learning. _

The following Is the brief feature of the College

A) Alms and Objects
a) To prepare students forrelevent University Examinations.
b)To encourage students to take up career In the

‘Armed Forces of the Country.

c)To develop thelr personality by intellectual and

* 'physical activities.

d)To prepare students for different competltive Exam-
-Inations conducted by UPSC / MPSC etc.

B) Important Features

1) Admissions are provided to male and female students
from all corners of India for Arts, Commerce and
Sclence faculties, For XI th standard (Scl./Com./Arts)
F.Y. (BSc./ B.Com./B.A,) and few seats can also be
available for higher classes. One may seek admission
as a boarder student subject to the result of Entrance
Test on aptitude and attitude.

2) An Unique college under the Unlversity of Pune hcv]ng
‘Defence & Strateglc Studies® as princ!pcl subject
upto M.Sc. degree.

3) Balanced stress on classroom and ground activities.
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4) Spaclous playgrounds with running track of 100
metres.

5) Swimming pool of minl-olymplc speclfications

6) The facliity of NCC/NSS Is avallable for selected
students.

7) Inbullt chlilty of general preparation for competitive
exams.

8) Facllity of club actlvitles .like Trekking and Hiking,
* Electronlcs, Computer, Cultural activities and partl-
-clpation In campus administration are avallable.

9) Military Training which Include Drlll, Close combat,
swimming. Boating. Rifle firing, Horse Riding etc. are
lmpcrted distributing over two years of Junlor college
and three years of graduation. ;

10) Day students can get Milltary training and take part.

In club activities by paylng corresponding fees after
specific permission,

Detalled Information can be obtalned through
prospectus which canr be had from the college office by
payling Rs. 30/- for Day students and Rs. 100/- for Boarder
students by Demand Draft or M.O. In favour of ‘Princlpal’

‘Bhonsaia Military College, payable at Nashlk - 5 (Cheque
or Postal order Isnot entertalned.
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:NCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR
S ELOPMENT AND SECURITY

~ BRIG. A A. WAGH (RgTp)

POLICY ON N
NATIONAL DEVELO

*The importance of creation of the zero mark can never be
exaggerated. No single mathematical creation has been
more potent for the general on-go of intelligence & powern
... Prof. G. B. Halsted on the concept of ‘Shunya*
(the zero mark), quoted In the Discovety of India.

science, technology and mathematics In anclent Indiq
was very advanced In the contemporary world. Highly

intellectual and given to precise thinking Indlan thinkers of
the past contributed immensely not only In phllosophlcal
development but also In varlous facts of sclence and
technology. Construction of brick houses with good town
planning. knowledge of alchemy, metallurgy & ceramics:
know how about medicine and-surgery, use of copper and
bronze were some of our achlevements In the anclent time.
Mathematicians and astronomers also made significant
contribution to the celestialsclence. Anclent Indians excelled
in mathematics. In fact Europe got Its early arithmetic and
algebra from India through Arab civillsation, which helped
scientific calculations and progress. The con cept of “Shunya’
(the zero mark) unbarred the gates of mind to rapld
progress in these disciplines. Prof. G. B. Halsted (mentioned
above) paid rich tributes to this contribution In his book
"On the Foundation and Technique of Arithmetic® (1912)
He has described the concept like colning the nirvana Into
;Z??r:réor.nYet'somewhere during the course of history. “:e
o C:r:'t'”g; Gradually disorientation set in leading I(:
resulte.d imoﬂ;\ Invasions, political and soclal uphed\:za
sclentfic thoy hF:OI'hY and superstitions brushing as o

thinkers ang ghls into background. Although there we
scholars, the scientific temper ebbed. We

—

Vol. No. 3 Jul 97 DAKSH

started looking boeyond our bo:ders for sclentific Innovations.
Whereas, Europe, which earlier benefitied from the Indian
Civllisation surged forward.

Greek and Roman clvilisations had enormousinfluence
on tho dovelopment of Western clvillsation. The anclent
Romans made few sclentlfic dlscoverles but the works of
Grook sclontists had a deep Impact on thelr thinking. These
works recelved due attention under the Roman rule. During
the middle ages there was a comparatlve stagnation but
with the Intellectualmovement of renalssance the scenerio
changed. Many brllllant personalities displayed courage to
break out of Intellectual boundarles and enterinto unknown
territorles. It Is perhaps due to the splirit of renalssance that
some great explorations took place In late 15th and early
16th century. Industrial revolution gave further boost to
sclentific development. Actually sclence played an Imp-
-ortant role In creating Industrial revolution. There was a
stupendous change brought about by application of
sclence to Industry and other areas of human cctivities.
Western Europe and North America changed drastically.
Rate of change was more rapld than witnessed through a
thousand years eatrller.

As the West was making rapld progress, Indla stagnated.
Continuous Invaslons and conflicts diverted our attention
from sclentific activities. Wartares generally lead to innovative
thinking In development of new weapon systems for future
battles. Somehow no serlous thought was given to It.
Instead we displayed stubborn fidelity to out - moded
battlefleld practices and adherence to old millitary thinking .
resulting Into defeats and humlllations. Babar used artlllery.
effectively at Panipat In 1526. But subsequently little
effort was made to Improve the weapon system or innovate
new equlpment. Arab gun-smiths cast our guns or v'crlety
of equilpments were purchased from the European traders
by different power centres In the country. This decay and
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dependence was appilcable 10 all spheres of sclentific
e

activities.

On attainment of independence, the first Prime Ministe, |

Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru who had a good grasp of history
was determined to deviate from the past apathy. He wq;
convinced of importance of sclence F'“d fechnology for
natlonal development, As a result consclous efforts were
made to set up a modern sclentific Infrastructure In the
country. A chain of natlonal laboratorles. Institutions of
higher technical education, unlversities etc. were estap|;-
-shed. Pt. Nehru called these "Modern Temples* for nationg|
development. On 4th March 1958 the Sclentific Policy Reso-
lution SPR was passed by parliament. It hﬁghllghfed the
Government’s responsibllity to promote, foster and sustaln,
by all appropriate means, the cultivation of sclence and
sclentific research In all lts aspects pure, applled and
educalional. SPR was designed to ensure a well planned
“effort for promoting growth of.sclence and technology
personnel on a scale adequate to fulfil the country’s needs
Inthe areas of education, agriculture, industry and defence.
Since then the Government is_ pursuing the Policy Resolutlon
through varlous Minlistries and departments. Although
Independent India can boast of only two Nobel Prize Winners
(Hargovind Khorana for Medicine In 1968 and S. Chandra
Sekhar for Physics in 1983) the country reportedly has second
largest sclentific community In the world today; so also @
number of achlevements comparable to those of the

advanced western nations.
In 1971, Department of Sclence and Technology was

set up to formulate policy statements “ and to provide
mecha-nism for co-ordination In the areas of sclence and
fechnology. A number of programmes were promoted by
this department such as R & D promotion programme.
fechnology development and related programme.,

Vol. No 3 Jul 97:’ DAKSH

soclo-econo-mic development, State Science & Technology
councils,

International co-operation In S & T etc. Recognising the role
that technology can play in the development of society a
Technology Policy Statement (TPS$) was formulated In 1983
with the baslc objective of developing Indigenous techno-
-logy, and ensuring. efficlent absorption and adaption of
Imported technology appropriate to national prlorities
and avallability of resources. Furthermore, based on experi-
-ence a new technology policy was prepared In 1993. The
pdllcy olr?n‘s‘-ct achlevement of a greater spread of the use
of technological developments to all segments of the
soclety and upgrading technologies to Iinternational
levels. Presently it Is belng processed.

India embarked upon an ambitious nuclear programme
over four decades ago. In 1948 Atomic Energy Commission
was estcbllshed. It lays down policles on use of atomlc
energy for peaceful purposes. In 1954 Department of Atomic

- Energy was set up, whose activities can broadly be

grouped under research & development, nuclear power
proddi:ﬂon,lri&us’rrles and’ minerals. The department also
extends financlal support to several Institutions indulging In
basic research In nuclear and allied sciences.

. In the area of Launch Vehicle Technology too, there
has been a substantial progress. ASLV-D3 was successfully
launched on 20 May 1992, Injecting 106 Kg. SROSS (Stretched
Rohini Satellite Serles) satellite into an orblt. Prior to it a
constellation of satellites were successfully launched.
Development of Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle, PSLV, capable
of launching 1000 Kg. class satellite info polar-sun synchro-
-nous orblt has been perfected and was successfully
launched on 15th Oct. 1994. On 16th Oct. 1994 |RS-P2
became operational. Development of Geo-synchronous
satellite Launch Vehicle GSLV, Incorporating Cryo englne'
,technology Is mcking a steady progress. It Is designed to
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INSAT class satellite In geo-synchrongy,
place 2500 Kg- oject suffered @ temporary set baey
transfer orbit. The Zr ot of earlier ol mentundar Us,
when Russla backe o nster of cryogenle technology,
pressure, regarding sween the space research organisation

Inier-acion biing a sure progress. The space-Industrle;
and Industries|s mcllves  ritorotiéEhnslogy develspaa Ky
co-operation Invo lon of fhe potential and expertio
ISRO to Industries and utilisatlo o ey
of industrles for space P"loi'gmme' So tar | echnologies

- nsed by ISRO.
hdveT:eej: .:(r:: a fewycases of progress made In certain
creés. There Is an allround effort In many other fields like
electronics, communication, mining, environment, construction
techniques, ocean development and so on.

Antartica provides an excellent opportunity for conduct
of sclentific research for the benefit of mankind. A number
of expeditions have gone to the continent since early 80s
to coliect valuable data. A permanent station has been
established to facllitate research on the global environment
phenomena. A special Antartic Study Centre has also been
established at Goa In 1992 - 03,

ItIs obvious from the foregolng that on emerging as an
Independent modern nation state, Indla Is steadily marching
ahead using sclence and technology for allround develop-
-ment. At present approximately one percent GNP Is set
aside for spending on S & T endeavour. (As per latest atlas
of the World Bank India’s per capita GNP s $ 310 by
conventional calculations; when calculated by purchasing
power parity PPP method, it is $ 1250)

Inthe field of defence there has been falrly encouraging
resulls. Prior to mid-fiftles, there was a Defence Science
Organisation and a few technical development establish-
-ments.in 1958 Defence Research and- Developl'ﬂer‘t

‘ :\}ol. No. 3 Jul 97 DAKSH ::E
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Organisatlon(DRDO) was established by amalgamating
these Institutions.In 1980 a separate Department of Defence
Research and Development was formed which administers
DRDO and Its 50 odd laboratories/establishments. I)‘
functlons under control of the Scientific Advisor to Raksha
Mantrl, who Is also Secretary Research & Development
organisation. It formulates and executes programmes of
sclentific research, design and developmnt In the flelds of
relevance to natlonal security leading to Introduction of
new weapons, platforms and other equipments required by
the Armed Forces. The organisation has various disclpiines
like areonautles, rockets and misslles, electronics and
I-nsfrumentc:ﬂon,combct vehicles, engineering. naval system:s,
armament technology Including explosive research, terraln
research, advance computing, artificlal Intelligence. robo-
-tles, work study, systems analysls and life sciences including
high altitude agriculture, physlology., food technology,
nuclear medicine and so on. D R D O also has two tralning
Instiltutions- Institute of Armament Technology and Institute
of Work study.

D R D O assists the serrvices by rendering technical
advice regarding formulation of Qualitative Requiremnts
(QRS) evaluation of the systemes to be purchased.mathe-
-matical/statistical analysls of the operational problems.
Since it’sinception DR D O has made significant contributions
to the requirements of the three Services, Cluster weapon
systems for fighter aircrafts, o famlly of small arms, low level
survelllance radars (Indra | and I, bridge layer tanks, field
artlllery guns, advanced sonar systeme, sono bqus etc.are.
some examples. At present there are high technology-

“Projects In various stages of development. Notable belng

gulded missiles, main battle tank & light combat aircaft,
The organisation’s aim Is to incorporate latest technology
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and to ensure that the country doesn’t have tobe dependent

' ts. _
e imports of critical par
on 1hNo,r:c||y a perlod of 10-15 years Is required to deveiop

any new weapon sysfen. In case of Integrated Guideq
Misslle Development Programme (IGMDP) there has beenp
appreciable reduced perlod of development. The Govern.
-ment of Indla approved the project In 1983-84 and Prithy
misslle Is being Introduced Info service this year. It is g
creditable achievement. However, there are also complaints
from the services which cannotbe overlooked.

 These are :- :

a) Lack of Originality : It s felt that Ideas are taken from the
existing equipment avallable In the advanced countrles.
Critical components are imported and Introduced In the
systems under development. As aresult when the equipment
is Infroduced In service, the similar one Is already in use In
other conuntrles, Thus we continue to lag behind.
b) Slippage In Time : In most cases target dates are not
adhered to. This may be either due to lack of up-to-date
technical knowledge or lack of manufacturing facilities to
produce critical parts Indigenously designed on the drawing
board. : o
c) Deviation from the QR : Often there Is deviation from the
QR and the Services have to accept the equlpment asd falt
accompli. ) . .

On the other hand D R D O claims It Is better 1o
I.mport some critical parts and save time required for thelr
re-invention’. The Organisation also feels that frequent
changes In QR should be avoided as It hinders progress:
i‘;';:‘:f:;?rz : htlr:; Services should not be rigid In their tacticd

’ -could be changed to overcome techn?

“logical hurdie at the same time fo exploit maximum
potential of the equipment S et

Voi. = »
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Notwithstanding the foregoling Irritations, the D RD O
has contributed a lot In our endeavour to be self rellant
In defence related technology. Acquisition of latest
tec':hnolo'gy Is problematic. Advanced natlons are reluctant
to part with the knowledge In sophisticated areas. Parti-
-'culé'rly where the know-how can be used In the weapons
of long range or mass destruction, Policy relating to techno-
-lvégy" transfer Is often dictated by the changing geopolitical
compulsions. Russla’s withdrawal from her commitment to
transfer ’crydgenlcf technology for our space programme
Is'a recent example. _

" Recent visit of U. S. Defence Secretary Dr. Wllllam Perry
and discussions with his Indlan counterpart has raised

hopes. There Is discernible euphoria particularly about
transfer of technology. This optimism appears to be mis-

pldced. Although substantive beginning has been made
in Indo-US relatlons In the sphere of defence Including In
the fleld of defence production and research, transfer of
technology Is unlikely to be the Immedlate result. Dr. Perry
has candidly stated that it could not be primary area of
interest at this stage. As assessed by the former Forelgn
Secretary J. N. Dixlit..... S aneny U S wlll remaln cautious about
transfer of sophisticated technologies and arms to India
even on commerclal basis unless New Delhl falls In line ‘with
US export regimes and other International regimes governing
nuclear technology and space technology.

244 44
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MILITARY TECHNOLOGY TRAP
CAN INDIA ESCAPE TECHNOLOGICAL COLONISATION

Maj. Gen. V. K. MADHOK

AVSM, VSM (RETD.)

Having faulted and lagged behind in giving the
anticlpated momentum to defence technology Inspite of
a sound Infrastructure nourished In the last 40 years, India
Is caught In a subtle military technology trap. Unless the

‘country can make a determined and coordinated effort to

shake off its Inertia to come out 6f the technology lag now,
it never would. Till this conclusion can be proved wrong,
what the future holds for the country, what must be done
to get out of It, are important lIssues for reflection by the
Indian state. ;

Superlor mllitary technology which was only a potential
force In the making so far, has matured. In fact, It has
already become the most potent tool to dominate thelr
clients, thelr defence Infrastructures and policies concerning
security, In the hands of advanced countries. And would
therefore - be used Increasingly to do so In the future.
Strategles designed following the Gulf war to develop, sell
and control superlor technology have worked with telling
effect. Defence delegations from developing nations are
elther rushing to the US, Russia, France & UK to buy spares,
engines for alrcraft and tanks, replacements for obsolete
equipment or to purchase newer gadgets or forelgn dele-
-gations are coming In with offers and proposals for Joint
production ventures, seting up overhaul and maintainence
infrastructures, to sell new weapon systems or Just to stimu-
-late the Imagination of. military estabishments. In turn,
fresh Initiatives are belng planned to further enslave the
armed forces of developing countrles, the chlef target of
superior military technology. '

A reciplent country like India Is « typlcal example.
Though a threshhold nuclear and space power, which

Vol. No.3Jul97 . DAKSH : . €8

boasts of world’s third largest chunk of sclentists and
technlcal manpower, which has unlimited resources and
cheap labour Is not only Importing major systems but Is
one of the largest Importer of components as well. Badly
enmeshed In an Intrlcrate and now 'tightening noose of

~ superlor military technology. It Is nowhere near replacing

the defence hardware & weapon systems of Its armed
forces, 75% of which has to be Imported. by Indigenisation,

Agreed, such questions lie In the domain of ThinkTanks,
the medla and an enlightened public opinlon. But even
then, when an average cltizen, who can no longer be kept
Isolated from matters concerning security due to availabllity
of Information besldes the snow balling effect of additional
taxes and rising prices which he would have to cope with
because of exhorbitant cost of defence Imports which the
country would have to bear, hears and reads : that India‘s
ageing_ aircraft carrier Vikrant now anchored at Bombay
since Jan 96 would be decomissloned towards the end of
this year, Its replcement would cost nearly 10,000 crore;
that the two prototypes of LCA which were unveiled with
such fanfare by the erstwhile Prime Minister Rao on Nov
17.95 at Bangalore, carry an american engine & French
avionics are truly not Indigenous; that the Indian Army
purchased 100,000 AK 47 rifles from Bovarla last year and
that too without amunition at an exhorbitant cost; that
the country Is now contemplating purchases of hi-tech
defence hard-ware costing thousand of crores from abroad,
he cannot but ralse his eyebrows.

He Is bound to ask-sooner orlater; what has happened
to our Defence Research and Development Organisation -
(DRDO) with nearly 40 highly sophisticated laboratorles
and establishments spread all over the country or the
government controlled production mechanism of 12 PSUs
and nearly 42 Ordanance Factorles besides the large
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dedicated outfits speclally created for processing Indigen-
-ous projects like the Arjun tank, most of whlch have been
functioning for decades. What about the quality Assurance
Directorate (QAD) under a Lt, Gen., without whose dpproval
no ltem from a shoe lace to a fighter aircraft can be
introduced in the services, with nearly 108 esfabllshments ?
From where wlll the money come to make purchses to ﬂnd
replacements and to establish different Joint ventures ?
Further, why no indigenisation, will we ever catch up In the
race, or remain at the receiving end ? Thus, the country
gradually awakens to the new concept, wherein the
advanced countiries do not have to go to war to conquer
territorles when they can ‘control thelr clients and their
policies by other means such as wilth superlor mllitary
technology. -
‘Superlor military technology cmd the gcdge’rs It pro-
-duces like the F 117 stealth aircraft, Tomahawk land attack
misslles, laser gulded smart bombs, a varlety of sensors
and so on were first demonstrated with dazzling effect
by the US and its allies against Iraq In the Gulf war. in1991.
Although most of this technology was over-rated, but India
hcd not sent any team of observers or professionals at 1ha1
time, to gauge the facts. Thistechnology s prlmcrllycontrolled
by the US, Russia, France, UK-In that order, with China trylng
to catch up. These countries are also space and nuclear
~powers and permanent members of the _Securlfy,.CouncIl.

While the race to dominate space is chiefly between the US
" and Russia; as nuclear powers, efforts are belng made to

keep the non nuclear states and threshold nuclear powers
-like India; Pakistan and Israel out from thelr exclusive club.
_ Besldes, they are the largest: exporters of arms, aircraft,
naval vessels. missiles' and other defence hcrdware
with US in the lead. In the Indlan reglon, ‘Beljing has
ormed Myenmcr-lndlc s eastern nelghbor with a common
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border of nearly 1600 kms,which will remain China’s chief
customer atleast till the millitary junta remains In power.
Further, It Is also selling defence hardware to Pakistan,
Bangla Desh and even Srl Lanka. The US Is Jostling to
reinvigorate its defence contracts with Pakistan as well as
making Inroads by selling naval vessels, helicopters and
the like to Srl Lanka. And India countinues to remain
Russla’s ‘chlef client although New Delhi is now making
efforts to diversify Its sources by negotlating with UK,
France and Israel. Thus, the territories for technical coloni-
-satlon have been already falrly well delineated.

The bottom line Is, that forelgn arms factorles which
employ thousands of workers, scientists and technologists
will be laid off, should these countrles fall to export defence
hardware & connected expertise, Besldes, there Is a need
to develop newer technologies, first to arm thelr armed
forces and then to sell or dump 2nd of 3rd generation and
even obsolete technologles. Accord--ingly, the competition
for arms markets which was so far chiefly confined to the

middle east Is now enveloping ASEAN and South Asla. In
the

reciplent countries such as In South Asla, some of the armed
forces are struggling to move from a conventional to a high
technology wartare capability-particularly In Pakistan and
India. Military technology has become their buzz word.
Combat and logistic fitness of thelr airforces and navy and
to a lesser degree In the technical branches of the Army
Such as the Signals (communications), artillerly(guns) or
armoured corps (tanks) is therefore being Increasingly assessed
on the condition & effectiveness of their machines and .
armament, Infact, they soon have a new princlple of war
‘superlor technology’ added In thelr lexicon. Although.

fechnology has yet to cause ripples In the non-technical

arms like the Infantry (foot-soldiers) which in India forms
1/3rd of its over a milllion strong army. but it would in the
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future. il :
The strategy to control or accelerate sale of superior

military technology has been put to work by Instituting
various machanisms such as the western Technology
control Regime,Enhanced Proliferation controls, CTBT and
so on. Second, efforts have been made to delay or deny

transfer of technology. A memorendum of understanding _

signed In 1984 on the subject between India & -US has made
no headway. uptill now Insplte of the fact that the Issue was
discussed amicably during the visit of US secretary of
Defence willlam Parry to Indla in Jan 95.

Three, distinct forays have been also made to delay
indigenisation such as In Pakistan and Indla, While ISRO
was denled cryogenic engines by Russia, Islamabad has
been awalting the release of 28XF 16s and connected
defence hardware from the US since 1990. And finally,
when cl'l'thl.s does not succeed, an arms race can be fueled
between hostile nelghbours. As has been done by releasing
an arms package of 328 million dollars to Pakistan under

‘the Brown ammendment by the US, thus leaving India
no option but to scout and buy defence hardware from
Russia or elsewhere. ‘ ' :

STATUS OF PROJECTS

~In India, nearly all Its major projects are behind
schedule. The LCA concelved In 1983 and meant to replace
IAF’s MIG fleet Is 7 years behind. Approximatly, 2188 crores
have been spent so far to roll out two pfofotypes with
French and American asslstance. It can only be'introduced
after successful flight tests In the early 21st ecentury
say between 2002-2020. Advance Light Helicopter (ALH)
of which all the three services would need 1000 or so.
~ Is yet to take off after 24 years. Tl then IAF has no option

~ but to buy attack he“_cqpters for itself and the Army

from Russia or Us, '
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For the Army, its aging tank fleet of T 72 tanks
has either fo be upgraded or fresh replacements obtainedfrom
Russla. Indigenous MBT Arjun, designed to replace the
present fleet has already taken 20 years. It is now
in Its 18 th or 19 th troop trial stage with an Imported
engine. The Integrated misslle development programme
for Agnl, Trishul, Aakash, Prithvli and Nag has done well.
But it will take time to be Introduced and go into commer-
-cial production.

What are the causes for lagging behind In India ?
First, there-Is a blg communication gap between the
USERS (armed forces), the DRDO production agencies and
QAD. It continues to grow Instead of narrowing down.
Services have no control over any of the agencies. When
there are delc'ys, services want delegations to be rushed
abroad to make hi-tech purchases with the approval of
Minlstry of Defen_ce so that they can keep up with the
neighbours. Second: In the absence of an effective long
term forecasting mechanism, India‘s millitary technology
vision for the next 10-15 years based on the requirements
of services can not be made. This has to be a combined
effort. The services have to articulate as to how they
Visuallse, the battlefields of tomorrow; how battles wili

‘be fought ? What technological gadgets they would

want & need and what can be made avallable by the
DRDO ? Three; the private Industry which has unlimited
scope and talent has been completely left out from
Particlpating In defence production for reasons best
known to the Government. Its contribution remains confined
to fabrication, manufacture of spares and small assemblies.

And last, there Is lack of potential direction. It
Is the politiclans and the Ministry of Defence who have
to take the country towards self rellence by indigenisation,
by Involving private Industry and to bring defence awarenass
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in the public so that it does not remain indifferent.
NEW TECHNOLOGIES

Advanced countries are now moving on to acqulre
newer technologles. To name a few : Russia Is experimenting
with plasma weapons which will lonlse the atmosphere
and then destroy the Incoming alrcraft or misslles Intruding
over Russian territory. Th'ey are at least 5 years ahead of
US. in this. US has been experimenting with stealth tech-
-nology for aircraft, even ships, submarines and misslles,
They are also experimenting with laser weapons which willl
blind or incapacitate attacking soldiers. Defending troops
will have a cholce to use an ordinary rifle or a battery
operated laser to do so. They are upgrading thelr patriot
antl-misslle systems to make them more accurate. Further
Japan and US are jointly working on a new fighter
alrcraft F 2 for the early 21st century which will supersede
the F 16. The list Is endless. -

Under these clrcumstances. left with no option, India
has to Import hil-tech defence hardware. Negotiations
are already on to purchase 40 X SU30 multi-role fighter
alrcraft from Russia and a Russlan alrcraft carrler, Admiral
Grochkov. Purchases are also under consideration for
60 X AJTs (Advanced Jet Tralners) elther from UK or France.
Whlle attack-hellcopters may have to be purchased from
Russia. In addltion, there were reports of a delegation
led by the CAS to visit Israel to negotlate for defence
hardware.,

That Is not all. Indla will once agaln need spares for
fresh Imports, Currently, spares worth 1000 crores or so
are belng lmpor_ted annually to keep our aircrafis flying
and tanks functlonal. Additlonal overhaul facllities will

need to be created for repairs and maintenance. And
yet, what India wil| get Is second

and third generation
technologles. e e

The Russlian alrcrafts-carrier |s a typlcal
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. example. which Is already .10 years old and under repairs
" after an accldent In Russla,

FUTURE

What needs to be done ? To start with, there Is an
urgent need for technical edqcaflo'n of the armed forces
particularly the troops. Combat arms like the Infantry
are simply not mentally prepared to use technology.
It Is easy to Import expensive technical equipment but
difficult to maintaln It. This effort will act as a ‘Technologi-
-cal Womb* for generation of new Ideas.

Secondly; India has no Institutions like Think-Tank
for the future. These need to be established at two
levels so far as military technology Is concerned: at the
Joint Chiefs of Staff level to act as an Internal Think-
Tank which would combline Inputs from perspective plann-
-Ing cells from 3 services and put up the profgssloncl
angle. The second one, outside the establishment, to
Include talent from diverse fields such as Industrialists,
scholars, journalists, retired professionals and the like.
By not having Instituted these so far, and conflned
decision makers merely to professional advice. India
has denled ltself Inputs from a vast pool of talent avallable
In the country.

As regards the DRDO projects, there Is lot to be done
here. In 1989, of the 989 ongolng projects, 618 were
dropped. Nearly 371 projects are on now. The reason given
Invariably for non-completion or delays Is non-avallibility
of funds, But no one talks of mismanagement of projects
which really Is the root cause of all problems. A parlia- .
-mentry committee needs to look Into this.

~ Four, the private industry must participate In defence
production. It cannot do so unless It Is motivated and
the existing communlication gap It has with the services
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or the DRDO can be closed. After a long time an Army
(including Alr force and Navy) - Industry partnership
seminar cum exhibition was held at New Delhl on Sep,
14-15, 95. Although late, It Is a step In the right direction.

These are only a few of the many measures which
can be thought of to start with. The West cannot be
blamed for seeking arms markets In the developing
countries. It helps them to Influence political declslons
& foreign policies of the concerned countries apart from
making money. They can mediate and also act as loan
banks. Arms sellers, as such, wlll never let two hostile
countries come together. In thelr efforts to do so. they
have acqulred all the data needed to make thelr plans
which In any case, Is so easy to obtaln for an open country
like India with Its retired scholars and professionals
working abroad such as In the Rand Corporation- a
Think Tank In the US. At the same time, India has a
sound technological base, staffed with talented people.
It Is In a posltion to recover and even catch up In the
long run. But for that, a serious reappraisal needs to be
done before evolving a co-ordinated, long term millitary
technology vision for the next 10-15 years and to Implement
It with determination. If this does not happen, India’s

‘technology colonisation’ would be complete by year
2000. '

*000
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CENTRAL ASIA IN TRANSITION

--= Mr. L . A. KHAN
Lecturer

Deptt. of Defence &
Strategic Studies,
Bhonsala Military College.’
Nasik-5.

Central Asla refers to the territory covered by the
former Sovlet Soclallst Republics of Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgzstan, Tallkistan and Turkemenlistan. Geography and
history have comblined to create as varlegated, a patch-
work -of demography In Central Asia as may be seen
anywhere In the world. Large parts of Central Asia were
historically In-hablted by nomadic tribes, forwhom movement
Is a way of life.

All the Central Aslan states have one thingin common,
Ethnic diversity Is posing probfem for all of them as they
try to make transition from an authoritarian polity to a
democratic polity and from command economy to «
market economy. Now as Independent countrles, they
face a huge problem of under developed manufacturing,
narrow markets and the grave problems of capltal accumu-
-lation etc. The agrarlan character of thelr economiles Is
further confirmed by the sectoral pattern of employment
as 40 to 45% of workforce Is active In agriculture alone.
Thus they have now a fragile economy particularly after
the rupture of tles with other former soviet republics. Thus
the dependent character of their economy Is brutally
exposed now. Broad and rapld survey of the economic.-
reclltles. thus clearly brings out that the Central Asian
states are indeed poorly industrialised. At the political level,
there are some manifestations of fundamentalism and
aggressive nationalism. A design of the future based on the
Sample negation of the past Is worse than flawed, this
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appeors 10 e cuttently faihianabile aflet the callapia g
ine stole sociailim, The poiitical eolifes In thete thilss ha e
thelr mosks on coveting the real nalure of poliliésr, Wha
exility In thowo dtale b @ ‘facode demoaracy’,

Ine pargdores of ramition, thul appear intids The
politicol  yiterr hetween the loimal demadiglislion as
the wirtoce, ond rnon demacralic informal syitlermn In The
deeper Kiyetr, Whal vitally needed it the upgrading of
economic and poiltical relationy on the iWlrength of & clear
parceplon of the politic ol economy of the tegian,

Diidentty there It alitlle clatity a3 1o The tole of teligion
and natonaium in the new selling of cenlral Asian States,
Cenltrol Ation Stater ate richly endowed with human ond
raturel rerourcet. Lo el oultage ovet The cotlon manoacullure
angitieffech on the food iitualion had become an important

e of noliancliam among the Indigenous population
belfore the bireah up of the Soviel Unlon,

Ihe 1thifted and imbalanced doeveloprment in the past
could be airibuled 1o the lack of economic aulanamy.
Byt efter independonce they cannol be igrnoted any
fonger wilhau! cdversely cffecling economic progress,
The tciv of economic lransformation In the Cenital
Atien Statas hot bean highly complex and ditficult not anly
by the hilodee! legocies. bul also by the sharp delerioration
in the cconomic sltuclion In these states, since they
become Independent,

Ihe stecep decline In produclion and consumplion
ond the doterioretlion In Infrastructurol facllitie: Is due to
the breck down In ¢conomic linkages after The disintegra-
-tlon of the Soviel Unlon. disappearance of the COMECON
and confuilon and contradiction In reform measures,

Ihe lecders of the newly emerged Independant
states of Conticl Asla are faced with an exlremaly difficull
and complex economlic sltuation. The urgent lasks of
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s HEITIE iatuieation: Gng roriormation inlo victle rmorkad
éc:. anofnies Gie 19 Bo COriag 4t e such o difficult iituction.
f areign Capital 1eguirementy of Centiol Arlon econo-
fric e afe Huly engtrraus. No Wagle agency GIF, X orid
pank ) of counlty can  alafy wech lorge requitements,
fheote counltios wiil harve 1o search for rnui:apie_mwcm.
oty and nol ermaliony of telgion celerming copitcl
fows, the flow of {oreigh capilal inls the Centrel Asion
counttiot froen the Wiotl of the Lol woud oo cepend 10
a significant adlon! on whelher Heie ¢ountiel will be cbie
1o adapt a well thaugh! oul relodrn progromme.

One of Ihe woyt Inwhich ihe Confrai Azian Countries
can mosel the lfualion craated byy the incoeguole flow
of foteign capilal and rraie Mhelr sconorrietr vicble b
through the expaniion of the toreign hrodo. Wany of these
ditficullies confronling econormic 1labilaagtion arnd ttructurcl
teforms In Ihe Ceonltal Asian  States can be recuced 10
jome extonl, Ihough ey cannol be eilminated. If These
slales con fotrr o Cenlral Aslan marie! of eslcblah o
common economic 1pace with olhet rrembon of the cis
wilh Russla In pasticubar.

An Important factos In wecurity. B location rexl 10 ©
goo-lrategic thaller zone: Weil Aua, the crois current of
Arab-lireal rivalny. inlra Asab howtllty and the conflci between
ltan and Iraq have al combined 1o keep this ol nich region
In o slate of continuout furmall and lnitadbllty lecaing 1o
peoriodic watrs.

The unplanned esplollations of minerch, excelve
collon

monocullure and Increaing popuation have il irmposed,
a tevere ilraln on the ecology. and In particuicr iz impaoct
on waler managment.

It Is Imporian! o conilder the criser Ihatl rmight emerge
and the threals. they migh! pate 1o secunty in Cenrcl Asicn
States. There are Ihtee characteristics thet are relevant,
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one Is that of Artificlal borders, Next Is the potenlial (o,
ethnlic conflict, the third Issue Is one of economlc transition
Territorlal Integrity has become the basis of nationallsm. Tht;
bellef that religlon would become the basis for permanent
alllances Is a misconceptlion,

Central Aslan states Intend to play off varlous powers
agalinst each other, establish a model sultable to thelr ruling
regimes and take Into account multiple varlables In thelr
geo-strateglc planning. Today the need for Central Asla
Is to remain In a single economic area with Russla during
Its period of transition. Natlonal securlly, as usual, Is an

essentlal requirement of the forel
n policy str
Central Aslan states. P ’ o

o0
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US ATTEMPTS AT ORDER IN SOUTH -EAST ASIA
SEATO YEARS. :

Dr. SHRIKANT PARANJPE

Reader,

Department of Defence
and Strategic Studies
University of Poona
Pune - 411007 (INDILA)

THE STRATEGIC SETTING :

In recent history, untll the recognltion of the United
states as an Aslan power, that came only after the
Korean War, S.E. Aslan politlcs had not experlenced
many dellberate attempts at establishing any order elther
by reglonal powers or outsiders. Though India and China
wellded some Influence In this area a concerned attempt,
however reluctant, to establish “order’ In S. E. Asla came
only from the British In Indla. Japanese wartime efforts
at establishing ‘New Order’ ended with defeat in the"
paclfic War. S. E. Asla had never been a ‘bulwark of
peace and prosperity’; but If K. M. Pannikar was right
In claiming that stablliity In S. E. Asla depends upon the
partnership of Indla and China, (1) then such a partnership
seems remote. But thls statement also reveals a common
disposition to assume that actions and attitudes of certain
outside powers are cruclally Important in determining
local events.

The US policy In this area before the war was as the
then Secretary of State. Hull adequately put, ‘orderly
process In International relations be maintained (2)

In the Interwar years It had simply Implied, desplte reluct-
-ance to so admit It, that U.S. would not tolerate domina-’
-tlon of any single power, at that time Japan. In Asia.
The then U.S. policy of ‘open door’ fowards China, cs
In case of the new one towards Red China later, was
also the manlfestation of a similar concern that balance of
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R glon. In case of Communist Ching

: ghtly modifled to accomodate g self-
contalned, strong, yet definitely limited China. It wo;
the communist menance and Japan’s position that
&Zl;:nz:t;?{oispoof”cy hOf Inter-position”. (3) However,
S ey = sucr a bqlonce had Iits problems, [t

y difflcult to draw territorlal demarcations
for they were likely to call In undesired intervention.
.The Internal problems of S.E. Asla, a product of revolution-
-ary state of affairs, _mcrred by violence and Insurgency,
dlstluri?e,f;;l by Instabllity, required both prudence and
ﬂ‘_e:xlblllty in approach. There wdads d need for a ‘priorities
approach’ 'so as not to rely on a single theory like
balance of power but that approach and unforeseen
‘prqblems. Domino Theory Is a varlation of the cost value
Theme of 'p\rlorlf!es approach’. (4). '

It ’cqhnm‘ of cours'éb be proved that the eqr-llér
balance of power, that which ended In 1916, did infact
provide for security and stabllity In the East Asla. But
it Is clear that when the multipolar structure did deter-
-lorate, the thirty yéqrs___of increasingly blipolar politics
did lead to a war. It could be to avold such a confla-
-gration again that "c:f"_‘rhfulflpolrcr bdlance would be
desirable. Thé balance of power as exists In Asla s
more, to use Inls Claude’s terms, a policy rather then
a system or a situation.(5) To promote thelr separate
interests; the USA, the Soviet Unlon, China and Japan

“now find It desirable to stabllise competition for Influence
and advantage In Asid._' Ssteps to normalize relations
continue but this does not warrant calling it a system.

But then the ‘stablility’ that the classical balance
_provided was for f_he_mﬁinte_nqnce of a state system
In ‘which Great powers would co-exist without any one
power dominating the system. Such 'a balance was
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. |y to be of any comfort to the lesser powers foi
unlikely ovide any means for preventing wars, annexa
It did nol p1rer<:|l settlements or dismemberment of smaller
rtlon.. bllod if Aslan balance of power Is only a matter
graien ~ nelther institutionalized nor descriptive of a
of pTI|:yl;:alcnce, then It Is subject to all the vagarlies
genun:]ng interest and sudden opportunities.
of sh(-:.enevcl conference on Vietnam, Combodid and
Laos, produclng the July 1954 settlement, followed by ﬂ:e
‘Manlla Conference’ In september 1954, Iecdlng o
the creation of SEATO marked the watershed of US policy
in this reglan. Through the events of 1954, emphaslis
of US policy . In S.E. Asla shifted from decolonization
to securlty. The changed perception of security, ldenflfled
by SEATO as Insurgency and subversion became Increas-
-Ingly evident. The sun had almost set on the Western
Emplre, but many In Washington feared It was rising on
the fu.ture communist realm. The Implication of this concern
was to condition U.S. policy for years. The near completion
of formalities of decolonization In 1954, practically co-
-Inclded with U.S. commitments to mainland Asla. However
haphazard, uncertain, or unstable, It was a hurried
U.S. response to the breakup of an older order and
an attempt at creating a new., if not Just a transitory.
order In's.E. Asia. '

THE SECURITY-SOLIDARITY FORMULA : SEATO

There may be something In the clalm that North Korea
would not have attacked South Korea In June 1950,
had It been In the U.S. defence perimeter. The Korean
Crisis brought about a system that may be described-
as a ‘Korean® system of alllance.(6) This coalition was
an Instrument dealing with two problems :

@)’ Balancing or contalinment of conventional military
Power deployed by the Soviet Unlon and China in the
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Eurasian Landmass, the maintenance of Independence
of smaller states being the rationable or the valye
Justitying It.

b) Employment of a global nuclear deterrent : While
advances In weapon system have sufficlently altered
the value of various bases, hence also alliances, the
allleance system probably still remains Indespensible as
a condiltion of effectiveness for fundamental basis of
‘U.S. posture. (7) '

The defence perimeter which Included Ryuku Islands,
the Phlllipines, Australla and New Zealand was no longer
regarded as an outer line of defence: it was to represent
the starting point of further U.S. commitments In the
-area.(8) But this American Inltiative In S.E. Asla came only
In 1954, and by then Aslans had done much to counter
the claim that Dulles was the spirltual father of the
S.E. Asla Pact concépt_. In 1949, Phillipine’s President
Elpidio  Quirin proposed one such dalllance that was
Inltially to compose of Natlonallst China, Korea and
Phllliplnes and was to have economic functions also.(?)
The Korean War experlence Induced the U.S. fo enter
into a serles of treaties wlth Japan (1951), Phlllipines
(1952). Australla and New Zealand (ANZUS, 1952). The
timing of the latter two, so close to the Japan Treaty
reflected an Inescapable political fact. Only by making
a pact with them would U.S. win thelr support for
a settlement with Japan.(10) All three distrusted Japan,
and Australla in particular was fast loosing with In the
commohwealth,

This Australlan dlilemma became more clear when
Elzenhover announced that Britaln was not ‘indespensible’
for a S.E. Asla Pact.(11) For while the pact was only @
strateglc necesslity for the Western powers, It had Immediate
securlty Implications for Pacific Asla. The British weré
ready to commlt themselves only If a settiement was
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Geneva. The British cabinet approved that
-we can give an assurance now that if a settlement

eached at Geneva, we shall join in guaranteeing
:‘shc:t settlement’. The cabinet gave no assurance as to
tuture action in event of a failure to

reached at

the course of
achieve a settlement. (12 )
The initiative at Geneva conference that was In the

hands. of Britaln & France, due to U.S. reluctance over
recognising China. had soon passed over to Australia, It
being more an Asian power. Yet Australla was unwilling to

: _ underwrite the Franco-American policy on Indo-China,

and it sought to disentangle the two specific but related
proposals : The backing of Vietnam regime through
interventlon, and second, the creation of a mutual
security pact to halt further expansion of communism.(13)
The confusion within the two proposals was likely to

. _Jeopardise the Asian support for plans to ‘band together’

free countries to declare a common concern for freedom
of S.E. Asia. The International guarantee that finally
materialized as SEATO remained limited In character
and membership only to be criticlsed by such nonaligned
countries as India as being a Munroe Doctrine for South
East Asla. (14) '

The Manila Pact had crucial features : One military,
and one political.(15) First it served as a device to put
on more permanent basls the staff consultations that
had Previously been hold concerning security In S.E.
Asia. The treaty served as a framework for continuation
of these contracts and specified circumstances, as -
armed aggression In Treaty area, In which case the plan
Would gain a military significance. Second. the Treaty
:qu an expression of wider political alignment on part
-.m:n?l:mber of states concerned with S.E.Asla, an align-
- rnqnhct formally placed them on the side of the U.S.

ers concerning security and political future of this
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area. For Aslan states, the cholce represented a western,
orientation to International relatlons, a cause that wqg
to eliclt much criticlsm as It assumed the formula “security
for solldarity’ running both ways.

" The Treaty, however, marked the first ever explicit
recognition of dcmger_s' of subversive actlvities In S.E,
Asla. Its Article 2 provided for measures ‘to prevent and
counter subversive activitles directed from without against
territorial Integrity and political_stabllity’ (SEATO, Art. 2),

“The threat of subversive actlvitles, It was polnted out,
was particularly acute In S.E. Asila where communlst
“forces have attempted to capture revolutionary and
anti-colonlal movements, and In the post-war age, thls
‘threat has Increased. The obligation of parties ‘to consuit
immediately In order to agree on measures which should
be taken for common defence’ (SEATO Art. 4(2)) was
clarified by Dulles : "A ieV_oluﬂoncry movement ... would
"be a grave threat to us. But we have no undertaking
‘tob‘ut It down: all we have Is an undertaking to consult
‘together as to what to do about It.’ In response - fo
further questloning he assured that If any action had to
'‘be taken as a result of such a consultation It would
be In accordance with our constitutional prbcess. 6)
Article 4 that deals with aggresslon constltutes the
real activating operative core of the treaty. The obligation
‘of U.S. under this article, however, Is limited by virtue
of an ‘understanding’ (17). It reflects the special position
‘of the U.S. as the only treaty member which does not have
“any terrltory of Its own In the protected area. It also
establishes that U.S. concern with the area Is not primarlly
‘with local disputes but with the spread of Communism
as' a threat to the securlty of U.S. and the free world.
For the remaining signatorles, however, the treaty deals
with any and all acts of aggression which might disturb
the peace of the area and In such cases the U.S. agrees
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to consulf with other parties as provided for, In artcle 4(2).

Another special feature of the treaty was the creation
of protocol states’ which were Included as being under
protec’rlon of SEATO. The northern limlt of the treaty
was fixed as 21 ©:30° N. Lat:

The fallure to agree on military measures of ‘any
concrete chcrac'fer arose not merely out of ‘“Congress-
-lonal sentiment that has hardened against a NATO
style commitment’, or of the Impending shift In U.S.
defence policy from massive mobllization to flexible
defence. It arose primarlly out of radlical divergence
pbetween strategic priorities as seen from Washington and
London.(18) U.S. Interests In thls area were baslcally
peripheral and negatlve In character; and Britaln after
Indian Independence held a tenous line of defence here.

The conflict of prioritles remalned unresolved even
after Bangkok councll meeting of 1955 that created Thalland
as the centre for SEATO actlvity. For financlal reasons Britain
was reluctant to shift from Singapore, while U.S. that was
always given Manila a central place In Its defence perimeter
was equally reluctant to shift to Bangkok. Bangkok was to
remain an Inconclusive compromise for SEATO. The Bangkok
meeting did not proceed beyond exploratory debates.
Most of the organs created were advisory In character,No
central machinery was created for countering subversion,
and beyond exchange of Information of a general nature
No united command was set up. ‘

Thal demand for stationing of SEATO troops was rejected In
favour of a moblle defence ldea. About ald the position
was equally unclear. The forum of SEATO was recognised,.
however, ‘there was to be no duplication or replacement
through SEATO of the valuable work being done through
other agencles. In the Colombo plan and UN agencles
Australla and other Western countries have made an

SPprecliable contribution towards development of this
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reglon. (19) In contrast New Zealand constantly linkeqd alg
to secutity and Its ald pattern shows continuous bl-
-lateral assistance only to S.E. Aslan countries and not
to any Third World countrles elsewhere. (20)

In the long term the stabllising value of Manlla Pact
would have depended upon whether It became a centre
round which reglonal solidarity would develop. But.the
irony of the treaty was, It setback the same without which
it could never function effectively as a security organi-
-satlon. It caused divergence ‘between two major non-
communist countrles in Asla, Australia and India, it sharp-
-ened the existing diffeences between three Common-
wealth nations of Asla and was denounced by India, Burma
—and Indonesia as neo-colonlal,

SEATO turned to an extra-rational side track at Karachl
council meeting of 1956 when Kashmir Issue was brought
In by-Pakistan, this despite the fact that both Britain and
Australia had made It clear to pakistan, right at the lnce.p-

-tlon of SEATO, that they would not assist Pakistan In the

event of a conflict with India. (21) Pakistan was the only
colonlal power to Joln the pact and Immediately after
Joing It left the profound anti-comunist stand It had
fostered earller. After the end of Dulles erathe U. S. revised
Its policy .from pro-Pakistan as did Sovlet Unlon who left
inltial equidistance in favour of India.Pakistan’s Western
allles too tended to go the same way. Pakistan’s eventual
courtship wilth China was predictable to the extent
that U.S. did not sufficlently honour Pakistan’s .previous
markedly. pro-Western policles. Incldentlly, the Secretary-
General of SEATO was to maintaln that SEATO had nothing
to do with such a development, besides It was welcome
as a peace-making move. (22)

When trouble errupted In Laos In1960, Washington
charged China and Vietnam of seeking to keep tenslons
alive In S.E.Asia. Throughouf the development of the crisis
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thére was a strange silence on part of Washington about
SEATO. The Washington SEATO Council meeting (1960) did
not do ~much more than call for more vigilence. The

slfuation In Laos continued to worsen, unabated. The

prospect for military intervention under SEATO had never
|ooked so encouraging. But at the Bangkok council (1961).
that met amidst the exnlosive situation the Western powers
gave an indication that they would not go that far. (23)
Thailand, the country most concerned, was understandably
puzzled at any suggestion that SEATO might not, after all,
be used for the job It was intended for. This explains the
forceful opening statement, "Thai delegation will not dodge
the prbblem... if lack of determination and unity of purpose
is weakened that we should yield to a superior force of
destruction, the collective security system on which the
organisation is based shall prove to be failure". (24)

Doubts about the military effectiveness of SEATO led to
a feeling in the Philipines that it should be written off
as an effective anti-communist force. Predictions that
SEATO would not survive this crisis were confirmed by the
political agreement of the members that if there continues
to be an active military attempt to obtain control of Laos,
SEATO members are prepared, within the terms of ihe_
Treaty.to whatever action may be appropriate under the
circumstances. (25)

Philippines also went ahead to suggest the exclusion of
Britain and France and that Australia take a fresh initiative
with the backing of U. S. to form a NATO type organi-
-sation. Neither U.S. nor Australia took any steps to recon-
-stitute SEATO. although by 1966 there were sugestions that.
Thailand, Philippines and USA were contemplating on
widening of SEATO to include Indonesia, South Koea,
Japan and Taiwan. (26) _

- Importance of Thailand was once again made felt
with the Rusk-Thanat Pact (1962) by which the US has
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agreed to defend Thailand without prior ogreeméni of
- SEATO.(27) This brought in the explanation, that SEATO
commitment was individual as well as collective, a product
of SEATQ'S Importance at Laos and consequent Thaifears,
‘Thai.commitment to' SEATO represented a cholce of friend
you:have known, tested ‘and found rellable, your friends
too;'had to be ‘enemles of your enemies,’ (28) That' the
inherent flexibility of Thai policy would have. diluted this
commitment ‘at the slightest show of U. S. weakening, Is
~only:a polite statement.of Singcp.ore's,views, that "‘Bangkok
would enter into the st;me sort of .agreement with Peking.
if_.attacked. as that concluded with Tokyo In 1942, (29) -
»22:SEATO did not have much to celebrate as its Tenth
‘Anniversary Council meeting at Manila (1964). They seemed
to'have'had:inherited French troubles in Indo-China while
Frqncefnow- appeared with the only proposal for solution
whichicould’ bring peace to the unfortunate peninsuia.
Apart-from telling each other that SEATO was well and
provided ‘s'rab‘lllzi‘ng influence’, the eight members were
well-aware of the Internal rot of the artificial edifice. .

201 - The Conference comunique expressed Councll’s '_deep’ ;
im‘erésfr'ond sympathy of the Government and péople %

of Vietnam’ but it was known that U.S. was getting even

moaore: deeply involved with no visible SEATO support. (30)
- Britain received no support from U.S. in Malaysia except

verbal and Pakistan sat calmly so as not to jeopardize
its understanding with China. Phillipines remained uncertaln

cnd‘,,Thcilond't":ra_ﬂcised French proposals of neutral Indo-
- China as playing Into the hands of others.
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